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SUPEROXIDE DISMUTASE MIMIC 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Technical Field 

The invention relates, in general, to a low molecular weight mimic of superoxide dismutase and. in 
particular, to a desferrioxamine-manganese complex capable of scavenging superoxide radicals. 



10 Background Information 

The superoxide radical (0 2 ~) can be generated within living cells during both enzymic and non-enzymic 
oxidations. Because of the direct reactivity of 0 2 ~ and the reactivity of secondary free radicals that it can 
generate, 0 2 ~ presents a threat to cellular integrity. This threat is met by a family of defensive enzymes that 

75 catalyze the conversion of 0 2 ~ to H 2 0 2 + 0 2 . These enzymes, superoxide dismutases (SSD), react with 0 2 
at a rate that approaches the theoretical diffusion limit and appear to be important for aerobic life. The H 2 0 2 
g enera t ec j by SOD is disposed of either by catalytic conversion to 0 2 and H 2 0 by catalases, or by reduction 
to water at the expense of thiol, amine or phenolic substrates by peroxidases. 

The superoxide radical has been shown to be an important causative factor in the damage resulting 

20 form: a) autoxidation; b) oxygen toxicity; c) the oxygen-dependent toxicity of numerous compounds; d) 
reperfusion injury; e) inflammation: and f) frostbite; and is implicated in the limited viability of transplanted 
organs and tissues. 

The earliest work bearing on the functions of SOD dealt primarily with oxygen toxicity and with the 
oxygen-dependent toxicities of viologens, quinones and related redox-cycling compounds. These investiga- 

25 tions established that 0,"". made within cells, can kill the cells and that SOD provides a defense. It is now 
known that 0 2 ~ is not only an unwanted and dangerous byproduct of dioxygen metabolism, but is also 
produced in large quantities by certain specialized ceils, seemingly to serve a specific purpose. Neutrophils, 
and related phagocytic leucocytes, contain a membrane-associated _NADPH oxidase that is activated when 
the cells are stimulated and that specifically reduces dioxygen to 0 2 ~ A defect in this enzyme weakens the 

30 microbicidal activity of these leucocytes, leading to chronic granulomatous disease. 

The known association of neutrophils with Jhe inflammatory process, and the production of O a by 
activated neutrophils, suggests a role for 0 2 ~ in the development and possibly in the deleterious 
consequences, of inflammation. An enzymic source of 0 2 ~ decreases the viscosity of synovial fluid by 
depolymerizing hyaluronate and SOD exerts a protective effect. Injecting an enzymic source of 0 2 , such as 

35 xanthine oxidase, causes a localized inflammation that can be prevented by scavengers of oxygen radicals, 
such as SOD. 

The anti-inflammatory effect of SOD, noted in model inflammations in laboratory animals, is explained in 
terms of the inhibition of the production of a neutrophil chemotaxin by the reaction of 0 2 with a precursor 
present in normal human serum. SOD. when injected into the circulation, is rapidly removed by the kidneys. 
40 such that the circulation half life of Lv.-injected bovine SOD in the rat is only 7 minutes. This can be 
markedly increased by coupling the SOD to polyethylene glycol or ficoll. with a corresponding increase in 
anti-inflammatory effect. 

The tissue damage that develops as a consequence of temporary ischemia has classically been 
attributed to the lack of ATP which develops during the hypoxia imposed during ischemia. Data support the 
45 view that this damage actually occurs during reperfusion and is an expression of increased oxygen radical 
production. SOD protects against this reperfusion injury. 

The mechanism which best fits these data depends upon degradation of ATP to hypoxanthine and upon 
the conversion of xanthine dehydrogenase to xanthine oxidase, during the period of ischemia. Reperfusion 
then introduces dioxygen, which is reduced to 0 2 ~ by the action of xanthine oxidase on the accumulated 
so hypoxanthine. As expected from this model, allopurinol. which inactivates xanthine oxidase, also protects 
against reperfusion injury. 

The superoxide dismutases are used as pharmacological agents They are applied to the treatment of 
inflammatory diseases and are being investigated in the cases of the reperfusion injury associated with skin 
grafts, organ transplants, frostbite and myocardial infarction Size, antigenicity and cost, however, mitigate 
against their widespread usage. Since the enzyme must be isolated from biological sources, it is in limited 
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supply, very expensive and plaqued by problems caused by contaminants. 

It has long been apparent that low molecular weight mimics of SOD, capable of acting intracellular^, 
would be useful. Manganese(ll), per se, will scavenge d" and, in suitable buffers, will do so catalytically. 
However, Mn(ll) binds avidly to a number of proteins and in so doing loses its activity. Cu(ll) is itself a very 
5 effective catalyst of the dismutation of O a ~ Since the first SOD to be discovered was a copper protein, 
copper-complexes have been examined for SOD activity. The problems with free Cu(ll) are that it readily 
forms a hydroxide and that it binds strongly to many macromolecules. For these reasons Cu(ll) per se is 
most active in acid solutions and in the absence of strongly binding ligands. Among the complexes of Cu- 
(II), the SOD-like activity for which have been reported, are: Cu(lys)i and Cu(gly-his)i, Ou- 
zo (diisopropylsalicyiate)a, Cu(penicillamine), Cu(histidine), Cu(dipeptides) and Cu(gly-his-lys). There are se- 
rious problems with all of these copper complexes. Many are, in fact, merely acting as metal buffers, 
serving to solubilize the Cu(ll) and are of insufficient stability to retain activity in the presence of serum 
albumin. Investigations of Cu(ll) complexes have thus far not resulted in the discovery of any biologically 
useful mimics of SOD. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide an inexpensive, synthetic, low molecular weight mimic of SOD. 
20 It is a further object of the invention to provide a scavenger of superoxide radicals that is not inactivated 
by proteins. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a method of using a low molecular weight mimic of SOD 
to reduce or prevent the toxicity of superoxide radical-induced toxicity. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a pharmaceutical composition containing, as an active 
25 ingredient, a stable, low molecular weight mimic of superoxide dismutase. 

Further objects and advantages of the present invention will be apparent from the following detailed 
description thereof. 

The invention relates to a low molecular weight mimic of superoxide dismutase comprising a water- 
soluble complex formed between a chelating agent, for example, desferrioxamine or analogs or derivatives 

30 thereof, and manganese. The mimic, designated DF-Mn when it comprises desferrioxamine and man- 
ganese, catalyzes the dismutation of Of, and retains its activity in the presence of serum albumin and 
cellular extracts containing protein. It is anticipated that the mimic, and pharmaceutical compositions 
thereof, will be useful in the following situations: 1) treating inflammation; 2) extending the storage lifetime of 
organs and tissues intended for transplantation; 3) decreasing damage to the heart suffered as a 

35 consequence of infarction; 4) protecting against tissue death and necrosis following any situation entailing 
temporary cessation of circulation to a tissue or organ; 5) as a radio protectant: and 6) as an antioxidant 
applicable to any free radical chain oxidation in which Of serves either as initiator or chain propagator. It is 
also anticipated that the mimic will be useful in inhibiting autoxidation reactions, thus providing increased 
shelf life for food products, pharmaceuticals, and stored blood, etc. 

<Q 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 - Bleaching of chlorophyll in D.salina by paraquat. 
45 Figure 2 - DF-Mn protection against paraquat. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

so According to the present invention there is provided a low molecular mimic of SOD comprising a water- 
soluble complex formed between a chelating agent and manganese. Chelating agents employed are, 
advantageously, siderophores, advantageously, of the hydroxamate type, or analogs or derivatives thereof 
(for review see Neiland, J.B., Inorganic Biochemistry. Eichhorn, G.. Ed., Elseiver, Amsterdam, 1973). 
Suitable hydroxamate-type siderophores include, but are not limited to, aerobactin, schizokinen, hadacidin, 

55 rhodotorulic acid, ferrichrome. aspergillic acid and. advantageously, desferrioxamine. 

The manganese present in the water-soluble complex has an effective valence of four. The term 
"effective valence of four" is used to indicate that the manganese present in the complex is that derived 
either form reacting a chelating agent with a manganese(IV) salt, advantageously, MnOj. or from reacting a 
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chelating agent with a manganese(ll) salt, advantageously. MnCU, which latter reaction is carried out. 
advantageously, in a neutral oxygenated aqueous solution such that autoxidation of the manganese occurs, 
it is also contemplated that the above-described water soluble complex comprising a chelating agent and 
manganese having an effective valence of four, may be derived by reacting a manganese salt, in which salt 

5 manganese has a valence of III, V, VI or VII. with a chelating agent under such conditions that the above- 
described water-soluble complex in which complex manganese has an effective valence of four, is formed. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, the complex is that prepared by combining Mn0 2l 
advantageously, in approximately 10 percent molar excess, with desferrioxamine. or analogs or derivatives 
thereof, advantageously, at a concentration of approximately 50 mM. in deionized water or a suitable buffer 

/o having a pH of approximately 6 to 8. After stirring until the reaction is complete, that is. advantageously, 
approximately 12 hours at approximately 25°C or approximately 6-8 hours at approximately 50°C. residual 
Mn0 2 is removed, advantageously, by centrifugation or filtration, leaving a green supernatant solution 
containing essentially pure DF-Mn. 

The complex between a chelating agent and manganese, advantageously DF-Mn. mimics the catalytic 

75 activity of native SOD, that is. it is capable of catalyzing the dismutation of 0 2 into H 2 0 2 and 0 2 . and it is 
capable of retaining its activity in the presence of serum albumin, total serum or whole bacterial cell 
extracts. One micromolar DF-Mn exhibits one unit of SOD activity in the xanthine oxidase cytochrome c 
assay (McCord, J.M. and Fridovich. I. (1969) J. Biol. Chem. 244: 6049-6055). DF-Mn is stable to dilution and 
to elevated temperatures, that is. of approximately 50°C. An increase in the catalytic activity of DF-Mn. 

20 approximately four fold, is achieved by heating the complex, advantageously, at a temperature of 
approximately 100°C for approximately 15 minutes. The increase in catalytic activity of DF-Mn achieved by 
such heating is attributable to a physical change in the complex as evidenced by a change in the color of 
the solution, that is. the solution which is green prior to heating, becomes gold after the heating process. 
The invention contemplates a method of protecting both plant and mammalian cells from the toxicity of 

25 superoxide radicals comprising treating the cells with an amount of the above-described water-soluble 
complex, that is. the complex formed between a chelating agent, advantageously, desferrioxamine or 
analogs or derivatives thereof, and manganese, sufficient to reduce or prevent superoxide radical-induced 
toxicity, which complex is capable of catalyzing the dismutation of superoxide radicals and which complex 
is capable of retaining its activity in the presence of proteins. The complex, advantageously DF-Mn. can be 

oo used to protect against the reperfusion injuries encountered during or following: a) organ transplant, b) 
frostbite; c) angioplasty; d) the administration of streptokinase or tissue plasminogen activator following 
myocardial infarction. The complex, advantageously DF-Mn, can be used to protect against inflammatory 
diseases or swelling encountered during or following: a) head injury; b) temporary ischemia to the brain; c) 
inflammatory joint diseases; and d) gouty attacks. The complex, advantageously DF-Mn, can be used to 

35 protect red blood cells in anemia and to prevent rejection of transplanted organs. The complex, advanta- 
geously DF-Mn. can be used to inhibit the formation of DNA-breaking clastogenic factor in autoimmune 
disease. 

The complex, advantageously DF-Mn, can be used as a catalytic scavenger of superoide radicals to 
provide protection against or treatments for: oxygen toxicity; the oxygen-dependent toxicities of viologens, 
40 quinones and related compounds in plants and animals; the very limited storage viability of transplanted 
hearts, kidneys, skin and other organs and tissues; protection against damage caused by all forms of 
electromagnetic radiation including visible light, ultraviolet light and ionizmg radiation; slowing of the aging 
process; and protection against the oxygen-dependent toxicities of a variety of redox-active drugs and 
environmental pollutants. 

45 The invention also contemplates a method of inhibiting damage due to autoxidation of substances 
resulting in the formation of 0 2 ~ including food products, pharmaceuticals, stored blood, etc. The method 
comprises adding to food products, pharmaceuticals, stored blood and the like, an amount of the complex, 
advantageously, DF-Mn. sufficient to inhibit or prevent oxidation damage and thereby to inhibit or prevent 
the degradation associated with the autoxidation reactions. 

so It will be clear to one of ordinary skill in the art that the amount of the complex, advantageously DF-Mn, 
to be used in a particular treatment or to be associated with a particular substance can be determined by 
one of ordinary skill in the art by routine trials. 

The invention further contemplates a pharmaceutical composition comprising, as an active ingredient, 
the above-described complex, that is. the water-soluble complex formed between a chelating agent. 

55 advantageously, desferrioxamine or analogs or derivatives thereof, and manganese, which complex is 
capable of catalyzing the dismutation of superoxide radicals and which complex is capable of retaining its 
activity in the presence of proteins, which complex is present in an amount sufficient to reduce or prevent 
superoxide radical-induced toxicity, together with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable solid or liquid carrier, 
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diluent or excipient thereof. The composition may take any of the conventional forms for effective 
administration, e.g.. pills, tablets, sterile injectionable solutions and the like. When the composition is 
administered orally, it must be suitably coated, by any of the known techniques, so that it is protected as it 
passes through the acid environment of the stomach. The composition may also take any of the 
5 conventional forms for topical application, e.g. creams, lotions and the like. 

The invention is illustrated by way of the following non-limiting examples: 



Example 1 

10 

Catalytic activity of DF-Mn in the presence of protein. 

Using the cytochrome c reduction assay (McCord, J.M. and Fridovich, I. (1969) J. Biol. Chem. 244; 
6049-6055) in the presence of increasing amounts of serum albumin, total serum or whole bacterial cell 
/s extracts, a 1 am solution of DF-Mn exhibited one unit (defined in above reference) of SOD activity. 



Example 2 

20 Catalytic activity of rhodotorulic acid and manganese. 

A complex was formed by reacting rhodotorulic acid with MnCI 2 in a ratio of 1:1 in a neutral, oxygenated 
aqueous solution. The pH was adjusted to 8. A 1 am solution of the complex had approximately 1 unit of 
SOD activity as assayed using the cytochrome c reduction assay. 
25 Rhodotorulic acid was also reacted with Mn0 2 . A colored complex was formed. 



Example 3 

30 Protection of mammalian cells against oxygen toxicity by DF-Mn. 

Chinese hamster ovary cells were exposed to paraquat (200 am), a compound known to form 0," 
intracellular^. After an eight-hour exposure, 50 to 70% cell death was observed. Pretreatment with 20 am 
DF-Mn reduced cell death by 70±9% (mean ± SD; N = 8 experiments). Desferoxamine, manganese 
35 (chloride or dioxide), or EDTA-Mn alone at 20 aM gave little or no protection. Native Cu-Zn SOD was also 
less effective, presumably because it could not enter the cells. Copper-DIPS gave approximately 30% 
protection when present at levels exhibiting 10 times the "SOD" activity of DF-Mn. The data indicate that 
DF-Mn can enter mammalian cells and afford protection against paraquat-mediated damage. 

40 

Example 4 

Protection by DF-Mn against damage to mammalian lenses by superoxide radicals generated during cyclic, 
oxidation-reduction of redox compounds. 

45 

Fresh lenses of rabbits were incubated in Krebs-Ringer medium with Hepes buffer (pH 7.4) and 5 mM 
glucose at 37°C for 3 hours. Malondialdehyde, a marker of lens damage, was 1.16 ± 0.12 nmole/g wet 
weight in control lenses. This increased 6-8 fold (p < 0.001) in the presence of 1 m paraquat, diquat, 
plumbagin or juglone. In such lenses, reduced glutathione (GSH) was decreased 30-55% as compared to 

so 8.74 t 0.12 amole/g wet weight in lenses incubated in the absence of these compounds. Under identical 
experimental conditions, other protein-SH of lenses were not significantly altered. AMM, a liposomal 
superoxide dismutase (Michelson. A. M.. Puget, K.. Durosan, P. (1981). Molec. Physiol. 1:85-96) or 1 mM 
DF-Mn significantly prevented these changes to the lens. The involvement of oxygen radicals in the toxicity 
of these redox compounds is evidenced by the fact that lenticular damage was potentiated in the presence 

55 of 100% Oj as gas phase and negligible in 100% N 2 . 



Example 5 
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Protection by DF-Mn of the green alga. Dunaliella salina, from the effects of paraquat. 
Experimental Conditions 

5 Culture Conditions: A 

Dunaliella salina was cultivated phototrophically in mineral medium (J.PhycoL 18:529-537 (1982)) with 
modification. The medium contained 0.3 mM CaCI,; 2 uM FeCI 3 ; 20 uM EDTA; 0.1 mM KH a PO*; 5.0 mM 
KN0 3 ; 5 mM MgSO*; 50 mM NaHCO,; and 1.67 M NaCI. FeCI, and EDTA were premixed prior to being 5 
10 added to the medium. The pH of the medium was maintained at 6.8. Cultures were inoculated and allowed 
to grow for 2-3 days, aliquots were then placed on a gyrating platform for the experimental treatments. 
Illumination was provided by natural daylight supplemented by incandescent bulbs. 



is Assays: 

Algal cells were collected by centrifugation and chlorophyll was extracted by resuspension in N,N- 
dimethylformamide for 24 hours at 4°C with occasional agitation. After clarification by centrifugation, the 
dissolved chlorophyll was estimated from measurements of absorbance at 664 and 647 nm (Plant Physiol. 

20 65:478-479 (1980). Plant Physiol. 69:1376-1381 (1980)). Algal cultures, intended for assays of protein and of 
enzymic activities, were harvested by centrifugation during log phase and were washed by gentle 
resuspension in 50 mM potassium phosphate, 0.1 mM EDTA, pH 7.8, followed by centrifugation. The cells 
were resuspended in phosphate-EDTA buffer and were lysed by being passed through a French Pressure 
Cell. Lysates were clarified and the resultant soluble extracts assayed for protein, and for SOD (J. Biol. 

25 Chem. 244:6049-6055 (1969)) and cataiase (J. Biol. Chem. 195:133-140 (1952)) activities. 



Paraquat and Electrophoresis: 

30 When the effects of paraquat were being investigated, the compound was added to cultures which had 
been growing for 48 hours and were still in log phase, the incubation was continued for 18 hours. The cells 
were assayed for chlorophyll content or for protein and enzymic activities as described above. Elec- 
trophoresis was performed on 7% poly aery lam ide gels and duplicate electropherograms were stained for 
cataiase (Anal. Biochem. 140:532-537 (1984)) or for SOD activities (Anal. Biochem. 44:276-278 (1971)). 

35 

Experiment 

Illuminated log phase cultures of D. salina were bleached when exposed to paraquat at. or exceeding, 
40 250 uM. This progressive bleaching, shown in Figure 1 (line 1 = 0.05 mM, line 2 = 0.10 mM. line 3 = 
0.25 mM, line 4 = 0.5 mM, line 5 = 1.0 mM, line 6 = 1.5 mM), was accompanied by loss of motility 
observed under light microscope. DF-Mn, when present in the culture medium, protected against the 
bleaching effect of paraquat in a dose-dependent manner (Figure 2). The protective effect of DF-Mn was not 
due to masking of incident light since at 634 nm the ratio of the absorbance of DF-Mn to that of chlorophyll 
45 was 0.1/0.731; while at 433 nm the ratio was 0.24/1.45. 

The results in Table I indicate that DF-Mn exerts its protective effect very soon after being added to the 
medium. Since neither SOD nor cataiase, added to the suspending medium, protected against the toxicity 
of paraquat (Tables II and III), it is apparent that scavenging of O a ~ or of H,0 2 in the medium is not an 
effective means of protection. Washing D. salina exposed to DF-Mn restores sensitivity towards paraquat. 
50 indicating that DF-Mn, having entered the cells, readily diffused out. 

The protective effect of DF-Mn is due to the complex itself rather than to the products of its 
dissociation. This is evidenced by the fact that desferoxamine alone caused a progressive bleaching of the t 
cultures in the absence of paraquat. Mn(ll) or Mn(IIl)-pyrophosphate. failed to protect D. salina against the 
deleterious effects of paraquat. Mn0 2 alone is essentially insoluble in water and had no effect on the 
55 bleaching of D. salina by paraquat. ^ 
The foregoing invention has been described in some detail by way of examples for purposes of clarity 
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and understanding. It will be obvious to those skilled in the art from a reading of the disclosure that it is 
contemplated that the compound and composition thereof described herein will.be used to inhibit the 
deleterious effects of superoxide radicals both in agricultural and clinical settings. Various combinations in 
form and detail can be made without departing from the scope of the invention. 

5 TABLE I 

Effect of DF-Mn on the Bleaching 
of D. salina by Paraquat 

w 

Treatment Chlorophyll (ug/ml) Chlorophyll/Dry 

Weight (vg/nig) 



15 



chl a Total Total 



Control 12.7 ± 0.6 17.1 ± 0.9 3.4 ± 0.4 

20 Paraquat 3 0.0 0.0 0.0 

DF-Mn b 13 ± 1 17 ± 1.1 3.2 ± 0.3 

25 DF-Mn 

30 min prior to 

paraquat 6.6 ± 0.9 9.3 ± 1.3 1.9 ± 0.3 

DF-Mn 
30 min following 

paraquat 6.2 ± 0.8 9.0 ± 1.2 2.0 ± 0.3 



35 a Paraquat was added to a final concentration of 1.0 mM. 
b DF-Mn was added to a final concentration of 1.0 raMc 

40 



45 



50 
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TABLE II 

Effect of DF-Mn and of SOD on the Bleaching 
of D. salina by Paraquat 



Treatment 



Control 

Paraquat 3 

DF-Mn b 

SOD c 

+ paraquat 

DF-Mn b 
+ SOD 

DF-Mn 

+ paraquat 



Chlorophyll (vg/ml) . Chlorophyll/Dry 

Weight (yg/mg) 



chl a 



15.6 ± 1.2 

0.0 
16.3. ± 0.8 

0.0 

16.6 ± 0.4 

7.5 ± 1.1 



Total 



DF-Mn 

+ SOD + paraquat 8.8 ± 1.3 



20.2 ± 1.6 
0.0 

21.3 ± 1.0 

0.0 
21.8 ± 0.3 
10.8 ± 1.3 
12.1 ± 1.8 



Total 



3.6 ± 0.4 

0.0 
3.6 ± 0.4 

0.0 

4.0 ± 0.3 

1.8 ± 0.2 

2.0 ± 0.3 



Paraquat was added to 1.0 mM. 
DF-Mn was added to 1.0 mM. 
SOD was added to 10 pg/ml. 
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TABLE III 

Effect of DF-Mn and Catalase on Bleaching 
of D. salina by Paraquat 



Chlorophyll (ug/ml) ~ Chlorophyll/Dry 

Weight (yg/mg) 



Treatment 



Control 

Paraquat a 

DF-Mn b 

DF-Mn 

+ paraquat 

Catalase 0 
+ paraquat 

DF-Mn 

+ catalase 

DF-Mn 

+ catalase 
+ paraquat 



chl a 



Total 



17.2 ± 0.5 22.0 ± 0.6 

0.0 0.0 

16.0 ± 0.9 21.4 ± 0.8 

10.0 ± 0.2 13.6 ± 0.4 



0.0 



0.0 



18.1 ± 1.8 23.5 ± 2.0 



9.4 ± 0.9 13.0 ± 1.0 



Total 



4.0 ± 0.2 

0.0 
3.8 ± 0.2 

2.4 ± 0.1 

0.0 

4.2 ± 0.3 

2.3 ± 0.2 



a Paraquat was added to 1.0 mM. 

k DF-Mn was added to 1.0 mM. 

c Catalase was added to 10 ug/ml. 



Claims 

1. A low molecular weight mimic of superoxide dismutase comprising a water-soluble complex formed 
between a chelating agent and manganese, which complex is capable of catalyzing the dismutation of 
superoxide radicals and which complex is capable of retaining its activity in the presence of proteins. 

2. A mimic of superoxide dismutase according to claim 1 wherein said manganese has an effective 
valence of four. 

3. A mimic of superoxide dismutase according to claim 1 wherein said chelating agent is a siderophore 
or analog or derivative thereof. 

4. An mimic of superoxide dismutase according to claim 3 wherein said chelating agent is a 
hydroxamate-type siderophore or analog or derivative thereof. 
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5. A mimic of superoxide dismutase according to claim 4 wherein said chelating agent is desferox- 
amine or analog or derivative thereof. 

6. A mimic of superoxide dismutase according to claim 1 in essentially pure form. 

7. A pharmaceutical composition comprising, as an active ingredient, a water-soluble complex formed 

s between a chelating agent and manganese, which complex is capable of catalyzing the dismutation of § 
superoxide radicals and which complex is capable of retaining its activity in the presence of protein, which 
complex is present in amount sufficient to reduce or prevent superoxide radical-induced toxicity, together 
with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

8. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein said composition is in the form of a - 
70 cream or a lotion for topical application. 

9. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein said composition is in the form of a 
tablet, capsule or sterile injectible solution. 

10. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein said chelating agent is a siderophore or 
analog or derivative thereof. 

75 1 1 . A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein said chelating agent is a hydroxamate- 
type siderophore or analog or derivative thereof. 

12. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein said chelating agent is desferrioxamine 
or analog or derivative thereof. 

13. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 7 wherein said manganese has an effective 
20 valence of four. 

14. A method of protecting cells from the toxicity of superoxide radicals comprising treating said cells 
with an amount of a water-soluble complex formed between a chelating agent and manganese sufficient to 
reduce or prevent superoxide radical-induced toxicity, which complex is capable of catalyzing the dis- 
mutation of superoxide radicals and which complex is capable of retaining its activity in the presence of 

25 proteins. 

15. A method according to claim 14 wherein said cells are mammalian cells. 

16. A method according to claim 14 wherein said cells are plant cells. 

17. A method according to claim 14 wherein said chelating agent is a siderophore or analog or 
derivative thereof. 

30 18. A method according to claim 14 wherein said chelating agent is a hydroxamate-type siderophore or 
analog or derivative thereof. 

19. A method according to claim 14 wherein said chelating agent is desferrioxamine or analog or 
derivative thereof. 

20. A method according to claim 14 wherein said manganese has an effective valence of four. 

35 21. A method according to claim 14 wherein said superoxide-radicals are the result of reperfusion 
injuries. 

22. A method according to claim 14 wherein said superoxide-radicals are the result of inflammatory 
diseases. 

23. A method of inhibiting damage due to autoxidation of substances with the subsequent formation of 
40 0* comprising adding to said substances an amount of a water-soluble complex formed between a chelating 

agent and manganese sufficient to reduce or prevent oxidation damage, which complex is capable of 
catalyzing the dismutation of superoxide radicals and which complex is capable of retaining its activity in 
the presence of proteins. 

24. A low molecular mimic of superoxide dismutase produced by the method comprising the steps of: 
45 a) combining a manganese(IV) salt with a hydroxamate-type sideophore chelating agent or analog or 

derivative thereof, in water or an aqueous buffer; 

b) stirring said combination until reaction between said chelating agent and manganese is complete; 

and 

c) removing residual manganese salt from a resulting solution. 

so 25. A mimic of superoxide dismutase produced by a method according to claim 24 further comprising 
the step of heating said resulting solution at approximately 100°C for approximately 15 minutes. 

26. A low molecular weight mimic of superoxide dismutase produced by a method comprising the steps * 

of: 

a) combining a manganese(ll) salt with a hydroxamate-type siderophore chelating agent, or analog or 

55 derivative thereof, in a neutral oxygenated aqueous solution; \ 

b) stirring said combination until reaction between said chelating agent and manganese is complete; 

and 

c) removing residual manganese salt from a resulting solution. 
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27. A mimic of superoxide dismutase produced by a method comprising the steps of: 
a) combining a manganese salt, in which salt manganese has a valence of 111, V, VI or VII, with a 
hydroxymate-type siderophore chelating agent, or analog or derivative thereof, under such conditions that 
fa manganese achieves an effective valence of four; 

5 b) stirring said combination until reaction between said chelating agent and said manganese is 

complete; 

c) removing residual manganese salt from a resulting solution. 
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